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tigation of the motives of its own members. 


Senstor McCartuy, for reasons not re- |; 


connected with Canal Ring pol- 


‘| motely 
‘| ities, and possibly: actuated. by the sym- 


pathy of a co-réligionist with Mr. ba ns 


‘| tried his hand at browbeating Mayor Coo: 


intoa confession of corrupt bargaining over 
‘the pending appointments for vacant City of- 
fices, The Mayor exhibited a great deal of 
self-;ossession and good sense in his replies 


=| to the somewhat impertinent questions of 
4 Senator MoOartny, between whom and 





Senator Srraway there ensued a very lively 
exchange of arguments and epithets, To any 
one at all familiar with the political antece- 
dents and personal affiliations of the’ gentle- 


- | man from Syracuse, it is in the last degree 




















ne’ Most miggestive of recent i squabbles 
nthe local Democracy is the falling out 
which séems to have taken place between 
in Keiiy and his protégé, Judge 
Doxoave. The first.hint of this came, 

i quite significantly, froma newspaper. pub- 
\) Yished in’ Syracuse, the home of Kexuy’s 
champion, Senator McCarray. Confirma- 
tory evidence of the width of the breach 
id ‘of ‘the extreme bitterness with which 


Panes siren pete the evening organ 
vay Of the ‘outgoing Controller. That consists 


ce, , apropos of the faithless Dononvr, 
Iudges who ‘ ‘died from grief and remorse 
: at the action of the people against them, and 
their loss of power.”” ‘Suppose Mr, Kziix 
should ‘employ the leisure he will shortly en- 
(telling. an interested public all 

the 


» Supreme ‘Court....The people and the 
‘profession’ would give him much credit 
cha eon an even though it should 


; Saal onions of the Democratic 
. faith will be appalled to-learn thatthe Re- 


ng of State in California, 


ia slanted ‘with the canvass 
‘he: is ‘required by law to thake, and 
lett tlie fatal defects to be discovered: 
fae ele: ofticlal's action, ir~ 

~ it was, saved the 


Fale to lodge their amended re- 
ne Secretary's office within the pre- 
Jegal time. Democratic: construc- 
= ‘Gamckton, for example, will 


: oy ry of State as “extra consti: 
i”’ “It may assuage their wrath, how- 
learn. that’ the three counties whose, 
wily escaped being nullified are 

‘end that in consequence of 


ee goes om: Ha 
a 


amusing to find him turn up as the cham- 
pion of public virtue. It probably never 
occurred «to any considerable: body 
of ~New-York tax-payers 
were disinterested. patriots in remote 
Onondaga who took 4 more lively interest 
in their affairs than they did themselves, 
though the virtuous outburst of. Mr, 
McCarnray will doubtless. convince them 
that they have a good deal to learn on that 
score, By the aid of the suggestive com- 
ments of Mr. Briss they may be able to con- 
jecture what would be the outcome of fur- 


ther inquiries. 
—____— 


The most recent information as to the 
probable: complexion of the ‘‘‘ slate’ for 
local officers-to be nominated bythe Mayor 
to-day includes some names of more obvious 
merit than those which have emanated from 
the somewhat limited intelligence of City 
Hall politicians, Mr. Tazcorr, who is 
mentioned as the nominee. for Park 
Commissioner, “ belongs to. the ~ class 
of men whom it is most desirable to place in 
public position; Mr. Jonn D. Lawson, as 
President of the Board | of Taxes and. e 
officio member of the Board .of Apportion- 
ment, would represent not only the best class 
of active Republican partisans, but also the 
property-owning and tax:paying interests 
which are very inadequately represented 
in the financial management of the City, 
and: Mr. Huem Garpner, if  con- 
firmed as Police Justice, would‘ carry to 
the position an amount of sterling honesty 
and robust common sense, which, added to 
a very thorough. acquaintance with. the 
business transacted in our: lower courts, 
would secure for his appointment the most 


emphatic public approval. It will be an 
inestimable gain to be rid of Kuuty, but. it 


is to be hoped that the value of such a ser- 
vice will not be greatly lessened by the price 


at which it must be.purchased. 
—_—_—_—_———_— 


THE SITUATION AT WASHINGTON. 


The Democrats in the House of Represen- 
tatives seem to have lost their heads. They 
persist in an attempt to pass the Bicknell 
resolutions in regard to the Electoral count, 
blindly ignoring the utter lack of any ex- 
Guse for such tactics. and the injury which 
they are sure to do. to their party. If the 
Democratic ‘‘ leaders’’ at Washington were 
doomed for their sins to go on blundering 
until such time as they are deprived of 
power, they would hardly’ act differently 
from the manner in which they are now acting. 
Asa party, the Democracy has nothing to 
gain, and may have much to lose, from the 
ney of the principles involyed in the 

resolutions. These resolutions 
give to a party majority in either house the 
power to prevent the counting of the vote of 
any State, but it is inconceivable that any 
attempt would be made to do such a thing 
atthe approaching count. If the attempt 
were made it could: not. succeed, for 
the Democrats could not command a 
majority .to sustain it. More than 
enough of theirown members of the House 
and of the Senatehave declared that the 
election was beyond dispute to prevent the 
success of any scheme to dispute it. It cer- 
tainly cannot be, therefore, from the hope of 
any immediate partisan advantage that the 
obstinate managers inthe. House refuse to 
go on with public business until this misera: 
ble plot, hatched in the ‘heat of a desperate 


that.» there 


pivot en hapa 


the spirit, the intent, ‘and even the very letter 


of the Constitution to the States, It may be 
‘that.at some! future time, the American peo- 


ple may deem it wise model their Govern- 
ment on the British’ and to: cally 
give the choice of the Execitive . @ major- 
ity in the* lower’ house; but when that is 
done, if: ever, it will be with due delibera- 


tion, and in the form: prescribed by the or- 


ganic law. It will ‘not be by a so-called 
“joint rule,” which is, in effect, a juggle 


and a cheat, when it passés ‘beyond the nar- 


row field of. the ct sania proper to the two 
houses. | 

We have already pointed out that, as far 
as mere partisan advantage is concerned, the 
Republicans’ are much more likely to gain 
by the adoption of the Bicknell resolutions 
than are the Democrats, It is far more 
probable that‘the power which these resolu- 
tions confer upon either house to deprive a 
State of its Hlectoral-vote will fall into the 
hands of the Republicans than that it will 
accrue to the Democrats. But whatever the 
sins of the Republicans may have been, the 
party is beyond this temptation, It has no 
inclination to wrench ‘the machinery set up 
by the Constitution for the. purposes of a 
Presidential election, to its own gain. It has 
no need to do so, because it, is too firmly 
seated in the confidence of the people, as 
the great majority of the honest votes of the 
country which it has. just won sufficiently 
proves. The representatives of the party 
in Congress oppose the Demiocratic scheme 


for throwing the election of a President into . 


the hands of a partisan caucus in either 
house on high grounds of principle.. They 
will be sustained ‘in carrying that opposition 
to the end. . The country showed in Novem- 
ber how weary it. was of . Democratic 
trickery and:Democratic folly on such im- 
portant questions. An extra session of Con- 
gress, if the Democrats insist on having one, 
would be’é low price to pay for escaping the 
passage of so revoljitionary a measure as the 
Democrats are’now trying to force through, 
SS 
MORMONISM AND POLYGAMY. | 
The hewspaper Organs of the Mormon 
faith in Utah affeet to regard with indiffer- 
ence the recommendation of the President 
that the powers: of ‘local self-government be 
takeh away-from the majority of the 


people of the Territory in order that 


the laws against the practice of polyg- 
amy may be enforced. lt is altogether 
probable that something more energetic than 
has yet been attempted will have to be done 
to arouse the Latter Day Saints from their 
confidence that. the 
Federal Government and the public opin- 
ion of the country. to which its. action 
is subject can be defied for an indefinite time 
to come. The power of Congress to reor- 
ganize the Government of the Territory is 
complete, and it can adopt any plan for the 
administration of its affairs: which: it. may 
deem necessary or expedient in order to 
secure its submission to national authority. 
Polygamy is treated as a crime by all the 
States, and is prohibited by national legisla- 
tion in the Territories.. Nothing could be 
less likely than that this legislation will be 
rescinded in order that the Mormons may 
continue ‘unmolested in a. practice which 


is obnoxious to’ the «sentiment of the 


country. They have. nd, exclusive 
rights in the Territory of Utah, but 
their power over the local administration 
operates as acheck upon its settlement by 
others, and prevents its wholesome develop- 
ment into a well-ordered State in which all 
citizens may. enjoy equal rights. They 
control local legislation and the execution of 
Territorial laws; they alone are represented 
by. a Delegate in Oongress, and the Gentile 
population are practically without any 
share in the administration of the common 
interests. Not only is this state of things of 
iteelf a discouragement to the: settlement of 


others than’ devotees of Mortmonjsm in the 
Territory, but the whole ‘spirit and policy of: 


the Church of Latter Day Saitits is directed 
to the exclusion of others from the domain 


which they regard as their own. 


The Mormons, through their control of 


‘| grand and petit juries, are able, practically, 


to nullify the national laws against polyga- 
my, and they do so. systematically, It is 
certain that those laws will not be repealed, 
and that Utah-will not be admitted into the 


Union 9s a'State without s substantial guar- 


is] antee of the extinction of this practice. But 
repute heen ‘The laws must 


tamed F 


f what oe ied tte.” 
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These functions’ are reserved by’ 


authority of the 


them the right of habeas corpus and of trial | 
by jury. It wad in no sense intended to im- 


pose upon them an authority which they | 


were inclined to resist, and was not-calcu- 
lated: to make such a process successful. 
But that is precisely. what is called for 
in Utah. The other plan of depriving a 
large and powerful:majority of the people 
‘of the right of voting and of serving of 
juries is hardly more promising. We know 
how difficult it is by civil methods to enforce 
laws upon a people who have no part in 
making them and who are disposed to resist 


their execution. Ifthe feeble minority of 


Gentiles in Utah were to assume the task of 
governing not only themselves but a body of 
hostile. Mormons outnumbering them four 
to one, we fancy they would speedily 
find itnot. only difficult but extremely un- 
pleasant. Either a provisional Government, 
in which there was no popular representa- 
tion, or a local’ Government in which the 
Gentiles alone were represented, could prob- 
ably be carried out only with the sup- 
port of the military power’ of the na- 
tional Government. The attempt to 
carry. on a civil administration with 
military .support seldom produces. sat- 
isfactory results. It is a question 
whether it would not’ be better to establish 
a military Government at once, and admin- 
ister the affairs of the Territory directly by 
the national authority until polygamy has 
been rooted out, and the material for a State 
founded on the principles of republican in- 
stitutions has been introduced. No half- 
way measures are likely to succeed, and no 
pottering with the subject is. desirable. 
Utah is still in the hands of the Federal 
Government, and it should take the most 
effective means of preparing it for its des- 
tined place in the Union of States. ’ 
—_—_—_—_—_—_—_—_— 
THER GEORGIA BLUNDER. 


Gov. Coxrgurrt, of Georgia, is of the 
opinion that the Electoral vote of that State. 
will be counted, because it does not affect the 
general result... In this cheerful view of the 
case the majority of the people spparently. 
coincide with the Governor. ::But suppose 
the Electoral.vote of Georgia should | be 
needed to give one of the candidates his con- 
stitutional plurality? It is easy to see what 
a turmoil would be raised. by the discussion 
of a matter which is now so lightly dis- 
posed, of as of small account. When the 
old Code of the State of .Georgia was 
made over, in 1863, there existed in what was 
then known as the Constitution of the Con- 
federate States a clause which read as fol. 
lows: ‘The Congress. may determine the: 
time of, choosing the Electors, and .the day 
on which they shall give their votes, which 
day shall be the same throughout the Con- 
federate States.’’ This date was accordingly 
fixed by the rebel Congress, and the Georgia 
Code was amended so as to provide for the 
assembling of the Electors on the first. Mon- 
day in December, and the casting of their 
votes on the Wednesday following. Solong;, 
then, as Georgia was a member of the so- 
called Confederacy, the Constitution and 
the State Code were in harmony. 


After the wreck of the Confederacy, the 
reconstructed State of Georgia was: readmit- 
ted to the Union, and the State Constitution, 
patched in places, was set up again as the 
fundamental law. The article which we 
have quoted, referring to the meeting of the 
Electors, remained unchanged. §o it hap- 
pens that the State law does not conform. to 
the United States statutes which provide for 
the meeting of Presidential Electors in the 
several States om the first Wednesday in 
December. . This year, for example, the first 
‘Wednesday in Decembé fell.on Dec. 1, But 
the Georgia Electors, under their State Code, 
were compelled to wait until the first Mon- 
day in the month, which fell on Dec. 6, and 
then to cast their votes on the Wednesday 
following, which ‘was Dec. 8. Obviously,- 
under a’strict construction of the law, there 
has been no legal assembling and voting of 
the Electors. of the State of Georgia, since 
the action of said Electors took place after 
the date fixed in the United ‘States statutes. 

Tt has repeatedly been held that the will 


of the people, as expressed at the ballot-box, | 


shall not be nullified or thwarted. by the 
incompetence or carelessness of officials, 
charged with a certain duty. This was the 
doctrine laid down in the Maine case when 
certain persons undertook to: set aside as 


lution, offered by Howanp, of Michigan, to 
the same effect, ‘and, when the joint 


session was resumed, the- President of the. 


Senate, B. F. Wane, of Ohio, calmly counted 


the Georgia vote; declining: to entertain any 


discussion. or motion. For this exercise of a 
purely judicial function, Senator Wapm 
was severely criticised by some of the stick- 

lers for ‘‘ the privileges of the House,” and 
resolutions virtually censuring’ him were in- 
troduced, but defeated, in the House of Rep- 
resentatives. - Notwithstanding this remark- 
able episode in political history, the course of 
procedure in Georgia remains as it was, and 
the course of procedure in Congressional joint 
session remains as indeterminate as ever. . 


CURIOSITIES OF COPYRIGHT. 


The court reports published: during 1880 
have brought an unusual number of curious 
copyright cases, One. fact developed” by 
them is that what may be copyrighted is not 
very clearly understood. The law, both 
English and American, is probably some- 
what old-fashioned; has not quite kept pace 
with the new forms and varieties in which 
intellectual labor is constantly produced. 
Evidently the: line is not very clear in the 
public mind; if .it is in the statutes, between 
what may be cdpyrighted’ and. what is ¢ sub- 
ject of a patent or a trade-mark, The story of 
a Supreme Court decision was that SkLpEN de- 
vised and published a book named ‘‘ Selden’s 
Condensed Ledger,’’ He took out a copy- 
right for it; apparently the idea of patenting 
it did not occur to him.;° It «sold well, and 
Baxer then published an account-book ar- 
ranged On substantially the same - system. 
There was a lawsuit, and the. two compilers 
brought their two: books into court, and dis- 
played them to the Judge. It then appeared 
that Smupen had contrived a new system of 
book-keeping. His copyright consisted of 
an introductory essay explaining the system, 
followed by forms or blanks, that is to say, 
pages containing ruled lines and headings 
showing. how a merchant’s book should be 
prepared upon his plan. ©Baxer’s book 
used a plan similar to SmtpEN’s but. he did 
not reprint SmipgN’s essay, and he used a 
different arrangement of columns and differ- 
ent headings... The court said that all which 
Santen could secure. under. the copyright 
law was the exclusive right to print his 
essay and his ‘particular columns and head- 
ings. To secure the control of his new sys- 
tem of book-keeping he should have applied 
for a patent...Only the particular form 
of statenient in a book is secured 
by copyright, and this ‘only | agaittst 
making other copies. Baker had the right, 
as far.as copyright law is concerned, to 
make and sell;-and any one had the right to 
use account-books prepared on SELDEN’S 
plan: In short, blank account-books, though 
ingeniously planned and ruled, are not a 
subject of copyright...In. a. case in which 
the deviser of a similar book took ‘out a 
patent:he fared better. What he contrived 
was a volume each page of which. was 
marked in spaces and ‘with numbers 
corresponding. to bonds and coupons. 
The idea was that any Government or 
large corporation having issued a great nam- 
ber of bonds would like a book convenient 
for keeping a record about each one, so that, 
as fast as coupons, one after another, were 
paid, there might be a place for keeping each. 
one where it could be easily referred to; or 
if notice were received that any bond were 
stolen there would be a convenient: place for 
@ memorandum which could at once be con- 
sulted when the thief should’ present the 
bond. An immense system of books is 
used in the Treasury at Washington 
for keeping record of ‘the issue and 
payment of Government securities, And 


| decries of Sate eic sare ts publishers 
of the old Post ‘Office Directory any: exclu- 


this copyright showed that his picture was : 


| not, in fact, copied. from the copyrighted one, | 


but he had , followed an English picture 
which was published beforé the Amer- 


can. The Judge thén said that the Ameri- | 


can publisher’ could :not object to’ this. 
His copytight secured him. against persons 
copying ‘his work, but did not: give him a 
monopoly of the construction or design, or 
interfere with another person’s designing, or 


‘copying’ from foreign sources, a picture: 


much like it) ‘‘If: each.of. two’ persons 
should compose a poem identically alike, the 
law of copyright would protect each in his 
own manuscript,’ but would not prevent 
either from using his own.”” ‘The English 
chromo case involved Mruars’s famous 
picture of "‘The. Huguenot’ lover bidding 
his sweetheart good-bye. Some one copy- 
righted an engraving from the painting, 
after which the publisher of a fashion maga- 
zine took it as the subject of a pattern for 
wool-work. The first court -held that. this 
was a violation of copyright; and this deci- 
sion was widely published. But the court 
of appeal has reversed it, saying that a 
chromo-lithograph pattern and an engrav- 
ing are so different in character and in pur- 
pose that the one cannot be considered a 
copy of the other even if the figures in the 
design are the same. 

As to music; there was a rather odd case 
in Pennsylvania.. A publisher copyrighted 
and brought out an ‘‘arrangement,’’ made’ 
by an American musician, of a popular 
French « waltz, christening it ‘‘ Manola 
Waltz.” A competitor republished it with 
scarcely any changes, and when the first 
publisher complainéd,” “Your waltz is 
only a copy of mine,” he answered, 
‘Yours. is only..a copy of the French- 
man’s,’’ The Judge said that a man need 
not be an-original author; tha sole creator 
of the work; the first publisher could fairly 
get a copyright for ‘his ‘‘ arrangement.”’ 
And the second one ‘had no right:to reprint 
that arrangement, though he might have 
made a new and different one. 


The reversal of a verdict against a life insu- 
rance company is an event sufficiently uncommon 
to be worthy of a passing notice. Six years ago 
the Mutual Life issued a policy for $10,000 on. the 
life of Lron Furxis, who died in 1877 from a pistol- 
shot by his own hand, under circumstances at least 
justifying the belief that the injury was deliberately 
self-inflicted. This company expressly. excludes 
suicides in its policies, and. contested ‘payment -in 
this instance on the ground that Funwiss died by 
his own hand, and that, furthermére, he had ob- 
tained the policy by fraudulent misrepresentation, 
having answered the usual question in the applica- 
tion by averring that he was temperate in habits. 
The company sought to put in as evidence against 
the widow’s claim an affidavit of her own, made in 
an action forseparation two years before Purmise’a 
death, that he had béen grossly intemperate all 
through their married life; but, this having been 
excluded, a jury verdict. was given against the 
company; which, in the General Term of the 


same court, has now been set aside, a new trial } 


being ordered. There can be no question, either in 
law or in morals, that a policy of insurance is a 
contract, into which the statements made in the 
application enter as an essential part; the appli- 
cant. ‘must, therefore, be bound by them, the 
contract being concluded upon faith inthem. Ma- 
terial misstatements—especially such misstdate- 
ments as concern matters of ‘fact necessarily with- 
in his. knowledge—must~ void the contract. He 
may innocently err as t6 his own age, the number, 
ages, cause of death, or other details concerning 
his relatives, or he may with entire good faith deny 
that he has some disease While the contrary is the 
fact; it isthe examiner’s business to find out the dis- 
eases lurking in-him, bathe cannot pe ignorant 
about bis own habits, and he cannot innocently 
make misstatements about them, No more hashe 
a right to knowingly practice any habit obviously 
tending to shorten life; subsequently to issuing the 
policy. This rule cannot be spun too finely, for 
example, to cover abstinence from wet feet, 
late hours, tobacco, coffee, salt, and to conformity 
to the many hobbies Which are kept by the faculty 


rosé 8 column of liquid lava from 200 to 600 fee 
high, which found its way under ground to an, 
let half a mile distant, and poured, in @ ca t 
white heat, down a steep of 50: feet: The lav: 
spread in a number of streams over the lowés 
slope and reached the ocean in -five days, destroy: 
ing village in its fiery course. The meeting of the 
lava and the sea is, said to have been a terrific 
scene. It continued to flow for 10 months, and om 


reaching the water, 40 miles from the crater, wag = 


still at a light-red heat, and moved. at the rate of- 
twoor thrée milesan hour, the stréam being in) 
some places five or six miles wide. During the 
eruption six shocks of earthquake occurred, By, 
far the largest crater known is on Mani, one of the: 
Hawaiian group. It is called Mauna Haleakala, 


(Mountain of the Stun,) is from 25. to 30 milles:in' cir. * 


cumference, from 2,000 to 8,000. feet deep; and 
10,000 feet above the sea. Mauna Loa is one of the 
most pictorial of volcanoes when In action, and tha 
present eruption promises to exceed the irniagic™. 
of its past exhibitions, 
or 

A memorial signed by menibers of the clase, 
of Midshipmen graduated from Annapolis fh 1878,” 
and which has been pfesented to Congress and re- 
ferred to a sub-committee, consisting of Messr& 
Goons, of Virginia; Haxats, of Massachusetts, and! 
Tazzor, of Maryland, deserves and should ' 
spéedy attention. Until the year in question Cadet 
Midshipmen were graduates after a four years 
course at the Naval Academy, and when they had 
spent two years in sea service they were commis- 
sioned as Ensigns, such: commissions being in the 


majority of cases dated back many months... But 


in -1878 Congress thought to improve mpon these 
satisfactory. provisions, and a law was passed by 
which Midshipmen are required to pass from eight 
to ten years in the service before. they can hope to 
be. commussioned as Ensigns. During this. time, 
under existing regulations, they have no defined 
status as officers, and are not. permitted 
to - stand. a, deck « watch or perform any 
duty involving responsibility which would be cal- 
culated to fit them for higher commands. For- 
ther than this, their average. ages being 23 
years, they Fee 8 So Se 
the Midshipmen of any other nation having ships: 
afloat, Ghd cthoes santo that Ghahh paikak Games 
they will, as the law now is, recefve only $1,2008 
year pay and still be treated as boys, while. the 
Cadet Engineers, who only serve six years, receive’ 
$1,700 a year and have standing as officers. The 
memorial teferred to.very justly consplatae of thes 
and other discriminations against the Midshipmen, 
and asks that they be remedied. The appeal is 
made to Congress, with the consent ain iaelt ie 
dorsement of the Naval Department, ; 
SE g 

The latest phase of the! Cbalinare:Earnell vom 
test for tne Congressional seat of the femens. BROS 
string District of Mississippi is exceedingly in- 
structive.- In short, it is a proposition ps ag! a 
number of the Bourbons who supported Omar~ 
murs that both candidates withdraw all claims to 


which 
be taken as a very plain intimation that CaALsxns 
and his friends have given up all hope of conceal- _ 
ing their misdeeds from a Republican Congress. 
It isnot. to be wondered: at that: they dread the 


‘prospect of having an impartial investigating com- 


mittee among them:. On the contrary, however, 
it would be cause for much surprise if Mr. Lrxce 
should fall into their.trap and agree to their prope- 
sition. . He was’ as fairly elected as any man who 


will hold a seat in’ the next Congress. ‘This fect is - ns 


House, and he should not permit "hinelt to Be oar 
joled out of presenting his claims to it. 2 


GENERAL, NOTES 


The enrolled Militia of Connecticut numbers _ 
ee eae , 
Mr: George Merriman and wife, of Litch- 
field, Conn. celebrated the sixtieth anniversary of 
their marriage on the 30th ult. © 
Col John 8. Micihig Wiha ride te & Sct 


in Alexandria, Va, that he Willcertainly return to pei 


_| this country about the ist of February next. ©. 


thé inventor of this ‘‘ bond register’ found | 
that: there was’ considerable: demand for it | 


among cities and corporations. The authori- 
ties of New-York City used it, refusing to 
pay any royalty to the inventor; and when 


‘hhe sued them they said he had no business} 
to patent a ‘book,’ he should have taken | 


‘outa copyright. . But the Cireuit Court de- | 


-elded that this was nota: literary ‘Work, but be 


-an invention, and was 


in eh 
“A singular thing han been done i Missis- | 
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